Wo © | AMS i aquact7 G 
APPENDIX 


AMERICAN EDITION 


OF-THE 


Lies of Archbiſhop SECKER: : 
CONTAININ G | 
His GRACT's LETTER 
7 o 
The Revd, Mr. MACCLANECHAN, 
ON 


The Irregularity of his Conduct; 


WITH 


An InTrRopuctroRy NARRATIVE. 


NEW-YORK: 


PzinTep by H. G AINE, at his Boox STtors and 
PrinTinG-Oreics, at the BiBLE and Crown, in 
Hanover-Square, MDCCLXXIV. 


. 


a 4 wv 


* A 


2 IH 


- 


7 
— 


7 


- - ä — 


* ce * 
2 4 : 
WW — a #5447 i » 
. — Wu ng i 
* 


CR A en en 
, SSS S8 8c . — 
De Sees * * 


* « 
nan a ; Ws & 
51 1e l LOWE FT « 7 1 2144 — 
1 f 4 
k . #% © P 1 4 
$4* 5H 7 «3 bis i} AN b n AI DAS. . A 
* 4 " : 4 1 
* 1 , 2 ” } * 1 N *s * C ; * + # o #4 p ty _— WV R , 
P 4 1 „ * + ao > 4 if 420 i þ- g i 4 
INTRODUCTORY-NARRATIVE®. 
Po dy : $4 g SE f $* ; ! # +8 7s. 5 ö 18 I {£1 f : * 72 ad Io 1 = * * 
. N # , . : 4 : 
1 N 


N . acenta, Le bail $1 
rere | a rj i934: 4 TRY ſi O49 
HE Reverend Dr.'PorTEvs, in his Life of Archbi- 
_ B-. op SeckER, has, in a eneral Way, and as far as 
I was conſiſtent with his Plan, taken Notice of the 
2000 Archbiſhop's Zeal for the Support of the Church, and 
dhe Advancement of Religion, in America. Were all his 
Grace's pious Labours to theſe, Purpoſes to be brought into 
one View; Labours that were continually. exerted, during 
the many Years of his filling the See of Oxford, as well as 
after he Vans more immediately connected with the Colo- 
'nies, as Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and as Prefident of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Goſpel ; they would N Cc 
to be almoſt a ſufficient Employment of his whole Time, 
and would contribute fill more to exalt his eminent Cha- 
Tater, in the Opinion of every Friend to Religion, Truth 


„ 


- 


* 


1 | 


and Humanity. * 1 
Out of the many excellent Letters he wrote, with a View 
of promoting the Intereſts of the Church of England in the 
Colonies, I propoſe at this Time to ſelect one, and preſent 
it to the Public -as a Specimen and Proof, of the Patience 
and Condeſcenſion with which he liſtened to every Thing re- 
lating to the Proſperity of Religion in America 3 and of the 
Prudence, Meekneſs and Strength of Argument, with which 
he endeayoured to ſupport the good Order and Diſcipline of 
our Church. The Letter I mall fix upon, was written to 
the Revd. Mr. WilL1aM MaccLantcHan, an epiſcopal 
Clergyman, who was then .making great Confuſion in the 
Church at Philadelphia; and I ſhall produce it the rather, 
becauſe many worthy Perſons of different Deflominations, 
have long expreſſed a Defire of ſeeing a correct Copy of 
this excellent Letter printed, and eſpecially as many imper- 
fect Copies of it have been handed about in Manſcript. 


* 


; * ut 
| * Till the American Edition of the Archbiſhop's Life was entirely 
printed off, the Editor was not in Poſſeſſion of all the Papers relating 
to the-Aﬀair of Mr. Macclanecban, nor certain of his publiſhing this 
Appendix; for which Reaſon no Notice of it is taken in the Title 
Page or Advertiſement prefixed to the Life. 1 
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But preyiouſly to the Publication of the Letter, (which 
was originally intended for more than private Uſe), and 
that the Reader may be able to judge of the Force and Pro- 
priety of particular Paſſages, it will be proper to give ſome 
Account of the Tranſactions that occafioned it. I his I am 
now enabled to do, by Extras from, and Copies of, Pa- 
pers, belonging to the Conventions of the epiſcopal Clergy 
of Pennſylvania, and other authentic Documents; for which 
I am obliged, as I repeatedly have been in ſimilar Matters, 
to my learned Friend, the Reverend Dr. SmiTH, PROvosT 
of the Corr O in Philadelphia, who will vouch for their 


Authenacly,. i. - 5 | 
This Aceount muſt neceſſarily place the Conduct of ſome 
People in an unfavorable Light; but this is no Fault of 
mine, as I ſhall carefully endeavor not to miſrepreſent any 
Thing, nor to exaggerate any Thing that was done wrong. 
My Inclination leads me to believe, as well as hope, that a 
general good Meaning, however miſtaken, prevailed on all 
Sides, during the. unhappy Conteſt ; and I flatter » ip 
that moſt. of thoſe who were led into any Impropriety of Be- 
havior, were afterwards convinced of, and. ſorry for, their 
Error. As to Mr. Macciaxtcuan himſelf: He lived to 
confeſs many of his Miſtakes, which ſeem to have been 
chiefly owing to too great a Zeal and Fondneſs for his own 
Opinions, ſeconded by a natural Impetuofity of Temper, 
1mpatient of being contradicted or thwarted. He afterwards 
ſettled in a Pariſh in Maryland, where he is ſaid to have been 
regular and exemplary in his Conduct; and after a few 
Years he died there, much lamented by his Pariſhioners in 
general. And as to thoſe who adhered to him in Philadelphia, 
at the Time of his Schiſm: They undoubtedly thought 
themſelves injured, and probably imagined that their Chri/- 
tian Privileges were invaded, (in which Situation an intem- 
perate Zeal is perhaps molt excu/ab/e), and that theſe Rights 
could be beſt maintained in the Way that they. purſued. 
However,. They too have been convinced of the Raſhneſs of 
their Proceedings on that Occaſion, and have formed them- 
ſelves into a regular Congregation, ſubmitting to ſuch Ju- 
riſdiction as is claimed by the Biſhop of London. As ſuch. 
they are now under his Lordſhip's Patronage, who has given 
his Licence to. a worthy Clergyman of their Choice, In a 
Word: The Congregation of Sr. Paul's Church in Philadel- 
2hia, which owes its Foundation to Mr. MaccLantcnan, 
now exhibits (I am told) a fair Example of that good 
Temper and Order, which the late Archbiſhop, in his Let- 
ter, endeavored to reſtore, and which he ſo forcibly A 
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mends to all who profeſs themſelves Members of our excel - 
lent Church. This therefore being the Caſe, the Reader 
may eaſily conceive, that it is not the Deſign of this Narra- 
rive to cenſure, with Severity, the Conduct of Mr. Mac- 
CLANECHAN, or his Friends; but only to lay before him 
what is requiſite to elucidate the late Archbiſhop's Letter, 
and what will tend to place the amiable Temper and Con- 
deſcenſion of that vigilant and great Prelate in a proper 
Light. With this View, the following Particulars may be 
worthy of Notice. | | 


- 


dome Time in the spring of the Vear 1759, Mr. Mac- 


CLANECHANz Who had been employed by the Society on the 
Frontiers of New: England, left his Miſſion, in Order to 
rocure for himſelf a Settlement in Yirginia. After entering 
into ſome Engagements with a Pariſh in that Province, as 
he was returning to remove his Family from New-Engiand 
to Virginia, he was invited to preach in Chriſ Church in 
Philadelphia; where he was much admired by a great Num- 
ber of the Congregation, who- ſeemed deſirous of obtaining 
for him a Settlement in their Church. The Revd. Dr. Ro- 
BERT JENNEY, the Rector of it, had then, through Age 
and Indiſpoſition, become incapable of Duty. But he had 
one Aſſiſtant, who was the Revd, Mr. SrusacgON; and an 
Application of the Veſtry had been made to the Biſhop of 
London, Dr. SytrLOCK in Favour of Mr. JacoB Duc, 
requelling his Lordſhip to ordain him for another Aſſiſtant. 
The latter was a young Gentleman born and educated in 
Philadelphia, of whom great Hopes had been entertained ; 
and in whom, fince his filling the Place for which he had 
been recommended, the moſt ſanguine Expectations, and 
Hopes, and even Wiſhes, of .his Friends have not 'been 
diſappointed: - | | 563 1229 
The Advocates for Mr. MaccLanecnan, notwithſtand- 
ing, inſiſted on his being appointed a Ledburer, or Afiſtaut 
Extraordinary, offering to ſupport him by private Subſcrip- 
tion. Accordingly in May 1759, about 74 Members of the 
Congregation applied to Dr. Jxexnnzy and the Veſtry for 
that Purpoſe. The Doctor anſwered, That he was willing, 
* with the Conſent of the Church-Wardens and Veſtry, 
„that Mr. MaceLantcaan ſhould have the Uſe and Li- 


„ berty of his Pulpit to preach in, during the -Pleaſure, of 


% them the ſaid Dr. Jennzy, the Church-Wardens and 
«« Veſtry” : And the Veſtry added, that he ſhall have this 
« Uſe, during Pleaſure, as a Lecturer only”. 

But, on June 19th following, a Majority of the Veſtry 
met, and, without the Conſent of the Rector, proceeded ** to 


fix 


Dp er . 1 


| 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
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«© fr and eftabliſh the ſaid Mr. MacclAxEOHAN as an 
« fftant” ;| and they agreed to addreſs the Lord Biſhop of 
London, requeſtibg his Licence for that - Purpoſe, © aecord- 
ing to the Practice and Cuſtom of this Church (fay they) 
&* in, ſuch Caſes uſed and approved“. 

An Addreſs was accordingly ſent ſome Time after; to the 
Biſhop of London, dated Oct. zd, and on the 41th of the 
ſame Month, Dr. IEN NET, joined by moſt of the epiſcopal 
Clergy in the Province, ſent a Counter-Addreſs to his Lord- 
ſhip, ſetting forth, That his Lordſhip had already, „on 


e the humble Application of the Church Wardens and Veſ- 


try, been pleaſed to ordain and licence the Revd. Mr. Du ch 
(ſince arrived and ſettled) as an Aſſiſtant with Mr. STor- 
cron in Chriſ- Church That more than two Aſſiſtants were 
unneceſſary That Dr. IE NXNIXT had been hurried unwarily 
into the former Conſent he had given to Mr. MacclAxxE- 
onAx's having the Uſe of his Soi. Thar the' Conſent 
was only during Pleaſure=--That Mr. Macctaxntcnan' had 
ſince given him and many others great Offene, by his 
railing in the Pulpit againſt his Brethren, as not preaching 
the Articles of the Church—And that this, added to the 
Violence of his Temper, and the Account ſince received of 
him from his Brethren m New- England,” among-whoſe Con- 
gregations he, had occaſioned ſundry Diviſions and Confu- 
tons, had moved him, in Conjunction with his Brethren of 
Pennhluama, to requeſt his Lordſhip not to Oy: Mr. 
MaccEtaNnecHan to ſettle among them.” 

The Biſhop of London, having received both che Addreſs 
and Counter-Addreſs, refaſed his Licence to Mr. Maccr a- 
NECHAN ; the firſt Notice of which Refuſal was intimated 
to the Clergy of Pennſylvania, by a Letter from the Revd. 
Dr. PAR cRorr, then Secietary to the Society for the Pro- 


pagation of the Goſpel, dated Feb. 20th, 1760; in which 


he ſays :* 
Lam ſorry Mr. Micr wcnn is come among You. 
e J have been far from recommending him to the Lord Bi- 


flop of London upon the preſent” Occaſion, as he himſelf, 


9 together with ſome of the Veſtry, earneſtly ſolicited me 
„to do; but he now appears to his Lordſhip and to the 
« Society in % bad a Light, (from his tarrying to make Con- 
« fuſions in Beton, inſtead of going to his Miſſion in Ken- 
«© nebeck, and his Manner of now leaving that Miſſion) 
that You may depend on his having no Manner of Coun- 
«« tenance or Aſſiſtance from them”. 
But, before this Letter had come to hand, Dr. Jexvxzv 
had ſent one to Mr. 'MaccLanzcaan, forbidding him his 
Pulpit; ; 


k 
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Pulpit; whereupon the latter obtained the Uſe of Part of 
the State-Houje in Philadelphia, and ſet up a ſeparate Con- 
gregation. Dr. Jenney's Reaſons for refuſing him any far- 
ther Uſe of his Pulpit are ſet forth, in the following Letter 
to the Clergy of Pennſylvania, when met in Convention ſoon 
afterwards. x | = 

« To You who were Witneſſes (ſays the Doctor) of the 
&© Manner of Mr. MaccrlAxECHAxN's Introduction into my 
« Church, and the Confuſions he has ever ſince occaſioned, 
« jt would be needleſs to ſay much at preſent. It was 
« with much Reluctance I allowed him the Uſe of my Pulpit, 
« and that upon the only Condition in my Power, namely, 
„ his abiding by the Diſcipline and Canons of our Church, 
« and obtaining the Lord Biſhop of London's Licence. As 
« to the latter, although no immediate Anſwer be yet come, 
& T have Reaſon to believe he will never receive any Licence 
« or Countenance to ſettle in my Church. And in the 
« mean Time, his Railings and Revilings in the Pulpit, 
«< more eſpecially his late Aſperſions of the whole Body of 
* our Church and Clergy, their DoQrines and Principles, 
« their Lives and Writings, have been ſo bold and indiſ- 
4 criminate, that I ſhould think myſelf wanting in every 
« Duty, if I ſuffered my Pulpit to be any longer made Uſe 
« of for ſuch Purpoſes. I hope therefore I ſhall meet with 
„ your Approbation and Support in what I have thought 
« neceſſary to do, for the Intereſt of that Church, wherein 
*© I have been for Fifty Years, by the Grace of God, a 
* conſcientious, and I hope not unſucceſsful Laborer”. 

Dr. JEX N EV, at the ſame Time, ſent a Letter of the like 
Import to his Veſtry. . | 

Mr. MaccLanecnaan's Friends, now finding that they 
could obtain no Countenance or Afliſtance from the Biſhop 
of London, but that his Lordſhip defired him to withdraw 
from Philadelphia to Virginia, where his proper Duty lay, 
thought proper to Addreſs Dr. SeckxEsR, the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury; profeſſing a great Regard for the Doctrines and 
Articles of the Church, and ſetting forth that they were 
about to erect a new Place of Worſhip, to be called S:. 
* Paul's Church, and praying his Grace to take them under 
* his Protection and Patronage, as the Biſhop of Lendons 
«* Indiſpoſition rendered him incapable of Buſineſs”. 1 ; 
a | ut 


f As this Letter now is bat of little Conſequence, and the Copy 
many Hands is not properly authenticated, it is not publiſhed in this 
Narrative. {ts | 
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But what was moſt extraordinary on this Occaſion, 
EIGHTEEN PRESBYTERIAN MiINAST ERS, without any Ap- 
pearance of Propriety or Precedent, took upon them too. to 
addreſs the Archbiſhop on the ſame Subject, in the follow- 
ing Letter. cn ret | 19 of FE 

May it goa your Grace, 
NCOURAGED Ay the amiable and excellent Charadter we 
have received of your Grace, as @ ſincere and catholic 
Friend to Truth and practical Religion; We, Miniſters of the 
Preſbyterian Denomination, in the Province of Pennſylvania, 
News- Jerſey and New-York, providentially convened in Philagel- 
phia, unſolicited by the Gentleman concerned, beg Leave, in the 
moſt reſpectful Manner to addreſs your Grace in the only Way 
awhich our Viftance will admit, as Witneſſes and Petitioners for 
aohat we cannot but account the common Cauſe of Truth and Re- 
ligion, and ont of its ſucceſsful and popular Advocates in theſe 

Parts, namely, the Reverend My. William Macclanechan. 
This Gentleman has for ſome Time paſt officiated in Philadel- 
phia as Aſſiftant to the Revd. Dr. Jeuney; and has given ſuch 
public Specimens of his Zeal for the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, as 
contained in the Articles of the Church of England; and ſo re- 
markable a Bleſſing has attended his Miniſtry in ſome ftriking 
Inflances of unqueſtionable Reformation from Vice and Immorality 3 
that, from what we perſonally know of him, wwe. cannot but 
look upon him as worthy of our warm and hearty Recommendation. 
And we big Leave to afſure your Grace, that tb ave will not 
be ' accountable for any Man's Prudentials in every Step of 
his Conduct, even in carrying on the beſt Deſign, nor preſume 10 
determine future Contingencies ; yet, it is our humble Opinion, 
that his continuing to officiate in Philadelphia, will greatly tend 
to advance our common Chrifttanity : And therefore we moſt} ear- 
neſtly pray your Grace would uſe your utm'ft Influence to have him 

inducted and /ettled in ſaid City. p 

We are encouraged and even conſtrained, thus far to intermed- 
dle in this Affair, by our difentere/ted Regard to thofe fundamental 
Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion and the Proteftaut Reforma- 
tion, in which wwe are fo happy as to agree with that Church 
over which your Grace prefides, and to the Cauſe of Virtue and 
practical Piety. A Regard fo warm and extenſive that no Dif- 
ference in lier Matters, nor any ſelſiſb Attachment to a Party, 
can extinguiſh; and by the candid Invitation. of the Saciety for 
propagating Chriſtian Knowledge in foreign Parts, that the In- 
habit#tys of theſe Plantations would tranſmit to them ſuch 
Accounts of their Miffionaries, as might enable them tu form a 
juſt Eflimate of their Chara#er and Cenduct. And did your 
Grace but fully know the Circumſtances of this Aﬀair, You 3175 
| e 
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Ii ſenſible; that perhaps no Application was ever mane tv your 
Grace avith more unqueſtionable and ſelfacwiden] Diſenterefednf 
and Impartiality. Praying your Grace i ttappineſs end extenſive 
Uſefulteſs, cue are, may it pleaſe your Grace, „ 


PHILADELT HI, May Your Grace's reſpetful 
24th, 1760. | and maſi humble Servants. 
on ROD as Sils ERKT Tenxent.. 
wt Piu Er WIILIAUu TEN NEN 
ABRAHAM KET ELTA CHARLES TENN EN 
Joun Roa K ” Samver, Davies 
Apner Bru lou Braik 


Joux Morrar Moss TurTLE 
ALEXAX DER M WgoRT ER CHARLES MKxichr 
Roggar SuIitnmn  Benjawin CnESNUr 
Sauver KENNEDY WIIIIAu RAuskEx. 


The epiſcopal Clergy 6f Philadelphia, being informed of 


the above Letter or Addreſs of the Preſbyterian Miniſters, 
applied to their Synod, then fitting at Philadelphia, for a 
opy of it; and to know who among them ſubſcribed it, 
or whether it was the Act of their whole Body. The Mode- 
rator of the Synod ſent a Copy of the Addreſs, but declined 
giving the Names of the Subſcribers, ſaying it was not a 
ſynodical Ad, and that the Synod could nct anſwer for the 
rivate Correſpondence of their Members. The Archbiſhop 
Fern, in the Month of October following, ſent over the 
criginal Addreſs, in which the Names of the Subſcribers ap- 
peared in their own Hand-Writing ; and it is from the Ori- 
ginal that the above Copy is printedf. Soc” 
+ n 4 | ah B 4 ; Mr, 
k & nenn ; 
t In May 1761, the epiſcopal Clergy above-mentioned complained 
to the Synod, concerning the &ghteen Members who had thus meddled 
with the Affairs of another Church, and had, contrary to their own 
avowed Principles, prayed the Archbiſhop to imdu# a Perſon into 
one of our Churches, without any Regard to the Election of the 
Congregation, and charging the exghteen Subſcribers with probably 
ing the Diſenters alluded to by Mr. MACCLANECHAN, as ſaying, 
e that the Church Clergymen, inſtead of propagating the Goſpel, 
are propagating the Errors of Arminius, and artfully and indul i- 


e ouſly. introducing Dein. Part of the Anſwer returned by the 


Synod to this Complaint, was in the following Words: „ The $ 
are of Opinion that the Brethren mentioned, acted without due 
© Conſideration, and . improperly, in that Affair, and particularly in 
their Petition for the. Inductian of Mr. MACCLANECHAN to this 
bo; City for Induction, taken in the legal Senſe, is what we diſap- 


© prove 
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Miſſionary on the Eaſtern Frontiers of the Maſſachuſetts Bay 


Archbiſhop to be an exact one, I ſhall take no other Liberty with it 


_ tranſpoſe, a ſingle Word; but in a few Inftances I ſhalt add the 
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Mr. MaceLanecran, not wholly truſting to the above- 
mentioned Addreſs of his own People, nor yet to the fore- 
going memorable Addreſs of the eighteen Preſbyterian Mini- 
flers, thought proper to — with the following 
Letter of his o to the Archbiſnop. e | 


* May it pleaſe your Gracef, 


HERE preſent you with a brief Narrative of my 
BN. Conduct and Circumſtances, ſince I entered into 
the Goſpel Miniſtry in the Church of England ; with a 
brief and honeſt Account of the State of Religion in the 
Plantations, fo far as I have been acquainted with it. 

In the Year 1755, I went to London for holy Orders, 
well recommended by [Yo] many Perſons of Diſtinction, 
among whom your Lordſhip was one. I had the Pleaſure 
cf being kindly received, by many dignified Clergy of our 
Church. I was ordained Deacon and Prieſt, in about a 
Month after my Arrival, and was appointed an itinerant 


in New-England. The Spring Ships bound for [New] Þ 

England failed, before I was ready to take a Paſſage in one Th 
of them ; by which Means I was detained above four Months 4 
in London. Unwilling to ſpend my Time idly, and St. 
Anns Church in Lyme Fouſe wanting a Miniſter, I cheerfully 7 
undertook the Duty; and (bleſſed be God) I laboured not 
unſucceſsfully. And I was warmly invited to continue there. 
But the poor Inhabitants of the Eaſtern Frontiers in New- 
England wanted me more, and I thought had a better Title 

to me ; for which Reaſon I declined ſettling in that amiable 
Church, where Eaſe, Pleaſure and Profit would have been 
my Portion ; and choſe rather, for a Time, to preach the 


| | A Goſpel 
ec proye as contrary to our Principles. And the Synod think that 
« theſe Brethren ſhould not lie under the Imputation of what is quo- 


« ted from Mr. MACCLANECHAN's Letter (to the Archbiſhop) 
& upon his (Mr. Macclanechar's) doubtful Infinuation”.. 


Extracted from the Minutes and Agnes by Order. 5 
+ As the Copy of this Letter now before me is certified by the late 


than that of frequently rectifying the Punct᷑uation, and ſometimes the 
Spelling ; which make no very agreeable Appearance in the Manuſcript, 
and would be even ' ſhocking in Print. I ſhall not omit, or alter, or 


Word that was unqueſtionably meant, placing it by the Side of the 
Word that is uſed, or where it was intended; and that the Reader 
may diſtinguith it, it ſhall be included in Hooks]. 


o = 2 


ö 
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Goſpel to the Poor in the Wilderneſs, where I knew Dan 
gers and Difficulties would await and ſurround me. Dunng 
my Stay in London, I preached in ſixteen Churches; an 
the Revd. Dr, Bearcroft, without my Requeſt, certified, that 
my Behaviour in London was worthy the good Character 
tranſmitted from r + 21 fl i dn 
 « ] embarked at Graveſend the 8th of Auguſt, and arrived 
at Boſton the 10th of October following ++ 
I did not think it ſafe to move my wife and Eight Chil- 
dren, on the Eve of the Winter, to the Wilderneſs, eſpecially - 
as there was no Place prepared by the People for my Recep- 
tion. I therefore brought my Family to Boſton, and wintered 


there. During this Time, I was not forgetful, nor negligent, 


of my Duty as a Clergyman of the Church of England: 
I preached at Stoughton, Needham, Watertown and Wo- 
burn. Theſe Places enjoyed not the public Worſhipof God 
according to our Liturgy: I hope my Labours were not en- 
tirely loit in thoſe Places. I was the firſt Church of England 
Clergyman that had ever preached in Watertown; and 
without Vanity I may ſay, that I was the Inſtrument of 
opening up to the People there the Excellency of our Chüren 
Service, and bringing them to be Members of the Church 
of England. L laid the Foundation; may God enable the 


Gentleman that is now ſettled there faithfully and ſueceſs- 


fully, to do his Duty. 5 


As early as I could with Safety, I embarked for Ken » 


nebec; where I was kingly received by the poor Inhabitants ; 


and to their Service I entirely devoted myſelf, I preached © 
twice every Sunday, and frequently on Week Days. I tra- 
velled among the People, — them, and baptizing their 
Children, and doing them every good Office in my Power. 
The War with the French and Indians becoming. very hat, 
I lived in an old diſmantled Fort, without Arms, Ammuni- 
tion or Soldiers; and there was not an Engliſh Inhabitant 
on the weſtern Side of Kennebec River, between me and 
Quebec. Nee N $i v Shanti 180 2 22 . 
* In this dangerous Situation, I continued travelling not 
leſs than 1000, ar 1200 Miles every Year, in the Diſcharge 
of the ſeveral Duties of my ſacred Function. I was allowed 
£- 50 ſterling annually from the Society: A great Part of 


* 


this Sum I Was obliged to ſpend, in maintaining the Men 


who rowed me from Place to Place; the Remainder was no 
Ways ſufficient [} ſupport my Family, I-frequencly-wrote 
to the Revd. Dr. Bearcroft, and begged that my difficult and 


dangerous Circumſtances might be laid before the Society. 
I received ſeyeral Letters from the Doctor, but no Encou- 


ragement 
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bdoing Duty in che (hurch; and at that Time Mr. Srurgeon 
mappened to be indiſpoſed and incapable of doing Duty. | 
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ragement of being appointed to any other Place. At length 


Almoſt worn out With Fatigue, and myſelf and Family > 
daily in Jeopardy of being killed or captivated by the cruc 


Enemy, I reſolved to take a Tour to the Southward, and 
fee What Providence would do fbr me. I took a Paſſage to 
Virginia, and there being many vacant Pariſhes,” I was ſoon 
appointed-to-one; where I performed I believe to the Satis- 
faction of the People. I found I might be provided for in 
that Colony, and had a Proſpect of doing Service; and 
therefore thought it my Duty to haften to the northward, to 
deliver my Family from the Danger of the common Enemy. 
I muſt here beg Leave to inform your Grace, that I received 
no Sum of Money from the Church where Fpreached, to ena- 
ble me to bring my Family to that Part, nor even Pay for the 
Time I ſerved them in my ſacred Office. Fhis J am obliged 
r acquaint Vou With, becauſe it has been repreſented to the 
Lord Biſhop ef London, that Iwas under 'ſtrong Obligations 
to return to Virginia, becauſe of many generons Donations 


to ſupport me and my Family. This Report is malicious 


and falſe, which will ſoon appear in à very public Manner. 
fFhis Digreſſion I thought neceſſary, beeauſe tis poſſible that 
ithe ſame Story has been or may be conveyed to your Grace. 
2516 On my Journey to New-England, I arrived at the op- 
- pulent City of Philadelphia, where I paid my Compliments 
to the Revd. Dr. Jenney, Miniſter of Cbriſt's Church in that 
City, and to the Revd, Mr. — ID to the Ne- 

me has been incapable of 


was invited by the Doctor and Mr. Sturgebm to preach, and 
T accordingly preuched fore and Afternoon, for which I re- 
.xcived the Thanks of theſe Gentlemen. I intended the 
Hueſday following to have puſhed on my Journey, but was 
perſuaded to ſpend another Sunday with them. Accordingly 
1 preached fore and Afternoon again, and Mr. Sturgeon 

read Prayers. On Monday ſeveral of the Congregation paid 
me a Viſit, and expteſſed their very warm Defires, that I 
ſhould continue for ſome Time topreach' and perform the 
other Duties of my Function, on Probationz- with a View to 
ſertle with them; to which I conſented; and proceeded ac- 
coding to an Act of Veſtry in my Favour: The 19th of 
4 une the Veſtry again met, and with the Advice of the Con- 
gregation elected, ſettled, eftabliſhed' and confirmed me an 
aſſiſtant Miniſter to the Revd. Dr. ſenney, and voted to ad- 
- dreſs his Lordſhip the Biſhop of London for his Licence to 
me to this Church, ſo being I produced god — 
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of my moral and religious Life in the Places where I had 
lived. I procured ample Teſtimonials of my chriſtian Be- 
haviour, from the People among whom [ had laboured in the 
Society's Service, and from many Gentlemen of Diſtinction, 
both of the Church and Preſbyterians, who had been ac- 
quainted with me for many Vears. Theſe Credentials I 
laid before the Veſtry, who unanimouſly approved of them, 
and accordingly wrote a Letter to the Biſhop of London for 
his Licence for me. I likewiſe wrote a Letter to his Lord- 
ſhip, and to Dr. Bearcrofr, and I doubted-not of being fa- 
voured with a Licence. But alas! While I thought all was 
well, and had no Miſtruſt of any Plot or Deſign againſt me; 
then were the crafty employed, in contriving Means to diſ- 
ſuade his Lordſhip from ſending me his Licence. God 
knows what Art and low Cunning they have uſed, and how 
they have abuſed the good old Biſhop, and (I doubt not) 
many other Clergy, Several Letters and Addreſſes have been 
ent to the Biſhop of London, as if from the Veſtry and Pa- 
riſhioners, recommending ſtrongly the Revd. Meſſrs. Sturge- 
on and Duſchee [Denz] as Afiftant: Miniſters to Dr. Jerr- 
_ney, and defiring that I might be diſmiſſed. This Fallacy, 
this unparalleled Piece of Perfidy, Will in a fair and repu- 
table Manner, be laid before your Grace, by a Maltitude'of 
the honeſt and worthy Members of the Church of England in 
this City. To their clandeſtine Addreſſes his Lordſhip, the 
Biſhop of London, has given great Credit. For their Re- 
queſt is granted, and Melts. Sturgeon and Duſchee [Dvcur] 
are appointed Aſſiſtant Minifters to Dr. Jenney, and I am 
diſmiſſed. The gobd Biſhop has not thought proper to anſwer 
the honeſt Letter ſent to him by the honeſt Veſtry regularly 
aſſembled, nor [/e] my Letter. This is a little NeprRrg, if 
his Lordſhip received our Letters ; and'as Dr. Bearcroft, to 
whom they were incloſed; informed me'that he forwarded 
them, I cannot think how they could be [have] miſcarried. 
However, the one Party js favouted, and their Requeſt 
| 2 ; and the other deſpiſed and condemned without a 
earing. His Lordſhip's Letter diſcharges all people from 
giving any Encouragement to me to live in any Part of this 
cProvinte; and charges them to aſſiſt in moving me to Virginia. 
But before this extraordinary Letter arrived, Dr. Jenney, 
and a Majority of his Veſtry, aſſembled, in three Hours 
from the Time the Warning was given, and diſmiſſed me; 
declaring that they were well alfred that his Lordſhip's 
Letter would be to- the ſame Purpoſ e 
** Is this the Reward of my arduous Labours ? No. 
Heaven has, and will reward me. Have I been often in 


Danger, 
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Danger, by Sea and Land, and among the mercileſs Sava- 
ges; and am I now in Perils among falſe Brethren, of whom 
I might have expected better? They have done me much 
Wrong: the Lord forgive them. ” am unwarrantably and 
cruelly thruſt out of che Church 5 but, Glory be to God, not 
out of the Church of Chriſt. I am diſmiſſed from this 


Church, without being allowed to ſpeak for myſelf q and the 


Doors [are] ſhut againſt me, for preaching the Doctrines of 

the Golpel, the Faith of our holy Church, Bleſſed be the 

Lord, who has thought me worthy to ſutfer for his Name's 
1 | 


„ Ought I then tamely and cowardly to, ſubmit to the 
deſpotic Act of this ſuperannuated Ruler, with a. Majority of 
the Veſtry, many of them being as much prejudiced againſt 
the Articles of our Church, — againſt me the Preacher 
of them ? Shall I now) ceaſe. to preach a crucified Chriſt, 
according to the Power that was given me, by the Biſhop and 
Freſbyters of the Church of England; when, in my Ordina- 
tion, they ſo ſolemnly laid their Hands on my Head, and I 
as ſolemnly promiſed, (by divine Aid), to preach them, and 


2 * * 


to baniſh, all ſtrange Hoctrines? No, no: God being my 


Helper, I will not, I cannot, I dare not. Woe be to me, if 


I preach not the Goſpel; not with enticing Words of Man's 
Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of the Spirit and of 
N ne an. | 


One Door has been ſhut againſt me; God has opened 
another. I was diſmiſſed by the Doctor and Veſtry, in Manner 
aforeſaid, o Wedneſday ; the Biſhop's Letter arrived the 
Saturday following; 4 read Prayers and preached at the 
State -Houſe on Sunday, to aboye, perhaps, Five Thouſand 
Heaters. The Benefit of aſſembling, in this ſpacious Building, 
for the public Worſhip. of God, we ſhall enjoy, till the 
Church be built, which will be with all poſſible Expedition. 
For this Blow at Chriſtian Liberty makes all good Men 
Pity and help us. This alas! will render Prelacy-contemptible 
In this Part of the World: For a free People wall ever eſteem 
it their Privilege, to chooſe their own Miniſter ; a Right, 
which they in the Plantations will not care to give up. t 
not my Lord imagine, that I write thus through Diſregard to 
our Church. God forbid. | 1 am grieved at my very Soul, 
that dür holy Church, by ſuch an unwarrantable Procedure, 


is thus wounded. Let none imagine, that we are about. to 


exefta Church 12 rakeg from the Church of England. Na; 
we ſhall ſtrictly adhere to her Liturgy, Doctrines and Diſci- 
Bi | is ah $61 "y % Thus 
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« Thus I have informed your Grace of my Conduct and 
Circumſtances, from my entering into the ſacerdotal Office to 
this Day. 15 0 5 2 
0 By you) Grace's Letter to Dr. Johnſon, of which I have 
had the Favour of a Copy, I am emboldened to give You an 
imperfect, but honeſt, and melancholly Account, of the 
State of Religion in our Churches in the Plantations, fo far 

as Iam acquainted, | | | 
« We have in our Churches a Form, but little of the 
Power, of Godlineſs; nay, in many Places the Power thereof 
is derided. Arminianiſm is become the moſt faſhionable 
Doctrine, and is highly applauded among us. In ſhort, the 
Church of England is far from flouriſhing in the Plantations ; 
and the Cauſe is very obvious. „ 
« Miſſionaries are ſent here to propagate the Goſpel, who 
have never ſtudied Divinity, Theſe are to inſtru and guide 
- Souls in the Way to Heaven ; theſe indeed are blind Guides. 
What will the Conſequence - be? The Ditch muſt be their 
Portion. Is it not a Pity, that ſuch Novices ſhould be ſent to 
inſtruct poor Sinners, who, inſtead of endeavouring to 
convince them of their ruined State by Nature and Practice, 
| preach up the Dignity and Purity of Nature; inſtead of 
thewing poor Sinners the Need of a Saviour, they make them- 
ſelves their own Saviours! How many Clergymen have we in 
the Plantations, who never had a Thought of entering into 
the Miniſtry, till they failed in the Buſineſs they were brought 
up to: Some to the Law, ſome to Phyſick, and others to 
Merchandize or Shop-Keeping ! when they could not live by 
their Employments, being ignorant or imprudent, then their 
Friends conſulted; ſaying, what ſhall we do to provide for 
our poor unhappy Relations? When all Methods failed, then 
it is [vas] propoſed ; let us procure them Recommendations, 
and fend them home for holy Orders. This melancholly 
Truth is too plain to be doubted; and Diſſenters have Reafon 
to ſay, that, inſtead of propagating the Goſpel, the Church 
Clergymen are propagating the Errors of Arminius, and are 
artfully and induſtriouſly introducing Deiſm. 

* The Donations of Chriſtian People to the Society are 
88 appropriated, not only in being beſtowed on Men 
unfit for the Go pel Miniſtry, but in appointing Miſhons, 
where they have nv Claim to the Society's Charity, and in 
m——_— the Frontiers, Eaſt and Weſt ; who [w#:c4] ought 

principally to be taken notice of, and provided for. 
While lam ſpeaking of the Frontiers, permit me to beg 
your Grace's Favour, in Behalf of the poor Inhabitants B 

"BIN | - the 
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the Eaſtern Frontiers of theMaſſachuſetts Bay in New-Englatd : 


Three atleaſt ought to be ſent to thoſe Frontiers. 


One to George Town and Harpſwell, one to Frankfort 
and Withcoffit.and Newtaftle, and another to Walpole, Har- 
rington, Townſend and Pemmaquid; and indeed a fourth 
would be neceſſary at Mieſſcingquois, Broad Bay and George's. 
But above all, Care ſhould be taken to ſend worthy Minitters, 
of ſound Principles and good Morals. ; 

Thus have I plainly and faithfully informed your Grace 
of the melancholly Condition of Religion in the Churches in 
theſe Parts. Were Ito give you a particular Account of the 
erroneous Doctrines, which are propagated in the Plantations, 
it would fill many Sheets, ; | 0 

«© Your Grace fills the higheſt Office in the Chriſtian 
Church, and you are able and likely to do the moſt good. 
I have no View but the Enlargement of my Lord and Maſ- 


ter's Kingdom; this, by his Grace, I ſhall labour. 


„My higheſt Ambition is, and ever ſhall be to win Souls 


to Chriſt. I therefore ſeek Refuge and Protection in your 


Grace, from that Contempt and Rage to which I am expoſed, 
and which I have undergone, for preaching faithfully. the 
Doctrines of our holy Church. | 
l humbly beg, that if I am charged with any Crime or 
Miſdemeanor, I may know the Faults of which I am accuſed, 
and my Accuſers ; and have the Liberty of ſpeaking for my- 
ſelf. If I am guilty, let me ſuffer ; but if I am the honeſt 
Man and faithful Miniſter of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, I 
ſhall enjoy the Felicity of your Grace's Smiles. This will 
filence the ſcreaming Owls ; this will ſtill the ſwelling 
Waves, the ruſhing Billows and mighty Tempeſt, that is 
[are] raiſed againſt m. 10% $0. 
That your Grace may long continue, a great Ornament 
to. Chriſtianity, and an Inftrument, in the Hand of our great 


Lord and Maſter, of doing much good in his Church, is, ma 


it pleaſe your Grace, the hearty Prayer of o 
IPs | Your Grace's dutiful Son 

and moſt obedient Servant, 

WM. MACCLANECHaN.' 


Thus the Reader ſees in what manner the Affair of Mr. 


MacclaxECHAN was brought before the Archbiſhop ; and 


how, his Grace came to take the Trouble of writing to that 
Gentleman the Admirable Letter, which 1s now preſented to 


the Public... An exact Copy of his Grace's Letter to him, 


ſigned with his own Hand, together with a Copy of Mr. 
ACCLANECHAN's Letter to him, as well as the original 
Letter 
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Letter of the Eighteen Preſbyterian Miniſters, were immediatel 
tranſmitted by this vigilant Prelate to the Revd. Dr. Surr! 
in Philadelphia; that the Clergy. here might be ſeaſonable 
and duly informed of the Accuſations that were brought 
againſt them, and that they might ſee, at the ſame Time, 
wich what parental Affection his Grace had defended them. 
In his Letter to Dr. Sm1Ta, on the Occaſion, dated Oct. 12th, 
1760, he ſays: * Having received a long Letter from Mr. 
% Macclanechan, and another from his Followers, I have 
« ritten to him a very long Anſwer, which I have told him 
44 js intended for their Peruſal alſo; and I have ordered Co- 
« pies to be made for You. God grant, that the Pains which I 
4% have taken may be of ſome Service ! Thope his Heat will in- 
« quce thoſe that ſpeak or write againſt him to be very cool; and 
4 upon their Guard to take the Benefit of his not being ſo. I 
„ hope likewiſe that his Accuſations of the Clergy,” as not 
«©. preaching the Doctrine t of the Gofptl, will induce them not 
only to give Cautions againſt any erroneous Opinions into 
«© which he may have fallen, which ſhould be done with the 
*«- utmoſt Circumſpection; but much more diligently to in- 
5 culcate, whatever Truths border upon his Errors, and what- 
ever Articles he charges them with denying or lighting. 
The oftener we dwell on the fallen Condition of Man, on 
the Efficacy of Faith, and the Neceſſity of — 
« Grace, we ſhall the more diſcredit ſuch Imputations, an 
<«« remonſtrate with greater weight againſt the Extremes into 
* which others run”. | : r 
This Extract is given as a Specimen of the exquiſite Can- 
dour of this great and good Prelate, on a trying Occafion ; 
and to ſhew how careful he was, in correſponding with the 
American Clergy, to give them the moſt needful and affectio- 
nate Advice. HOU. > 3 E 
When this Letter of the Archbiſhop, and the Copy of his 
Letter to Mr. MacclaxEHAN, were laid before the Clergy 
of Penn/ylvania; at their Convention on May ' 26th. 1751, at 
which the Compiler of this Narrative was ſo happy as to be 
preſent ; it is. impoſſible to deſcribe the grateful Emotions with 
which they were received. The Clergy thought it a Duty 
highly incumbent, to expreſs their Gratitude to his Grace, 
for ſo ſtricking a Proof of his unwearied Attention to the In- 
tereſt and Honour of the American Epiſcopal Church ; and 
to aſſert their own Innocence, with Regard to thoſe general 
and indiſcriminate Charges which had been brought againſt 
them. Their excellent Addreſs to the Archbiſhop on this 
Occaſion, is, the laſt Pager with which the Reader ſhall be 
detained. | It is in the following Words: e 
15 C 
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* Among other Matters that came before us at this meet- 
« ings we d the high Satisfaction o — a Letter from ; 
« your Grace to the Revd. Mr. Macclanechan, in Anſwer to |; 
2 2 Letier of his, a Copy whereof we are alſo favoured with; WR 
44 „ And we ſcarce know what moſt to wonder at—his Boldneſs, | 
or: your Grace's great Patience and Condeſcenſion, in fol- 
« Cote him through ſuch. a Series of Miſrepreſentations, 
in order to point out his Inconſiſtencies, and to become an 

% Advocate even with him for your much vilified, but faith. 

« ER — „Sons and Servants, the mor er" and other Clergy 
ere. 

«+ Utterly ends and lad to every ood and grateful 

10 Sentiment might we be deemed, if we goo not embrace 
Mm this firſt Opportunity of teſtifying to your Grace, our deep 
and grateful Senſe of the Obligations conferred upon every 
« one of us, by the Kind, the Parental, the Humane and 
40 Chriſtian Manner, in which your Grace has been pleaſed 
« ;tozudge-and- write concerning us, in Anſwer to the unjuſt 
ro Aſperſions ſo indiſcriminately caſt upon us. 

5 ca 252 It would ſeem very needleſs for us, on the preſent Oc- 

. 4% gaſion, to make any freſp Confeſſion” of tur Faith, We 

40 bave /olemnly ſubſeribed+ the Articles of our Church. We 

. %% have, in all good Conſcience, endeavored to preach them, 

| % and can truly, ſay, that we never heard a ſingle Clergyman, 
+, in theſe Parts, of any Perſuaſion, charged with Propagat- 
i**, ing the Errors. of Arminius, or artfully introducing De1s, 
'« till this Gentleman came among us, and muſt needs {ct 

_ $£,,haraſelf up as a Reformer, ſtriving to raiſe a Character for 
* himſelf on the Ruins of that of his Brethren. 

35 We axe wholly at a Laſs to account for this Wrath and 
„ Bitterne6 againſt us, unleſs it be our refuſing to counte- 
«© nance an Intruſion into Dr. Jenney's Congregation, upon 
* Erinciples which we judge deſtructive of all Order and 

Goyernment among us; and we are happy in refleQing 
* that your Grace has diſcouraged theſe Cenfures, and that 
% your juſtice and, Humanity have furniſhed us with this 
7 Opportunity of declaring our unanimous Abhorrence of 

. „the Errors of Arminius, and of the deſtructive and un- 

1 comfortable Tenets of Dein. As oſten as the leaſt Dan- 

þ ger ſeems to threaten our holy Religion from thoſe Quar- 

1 44 ters, we mall think it our Duty, with our utmoſt Zeal 

1 s 15 4 Abilities, boldly and ſtrenuouſly to oppoſe it. But we 

© Fannot think it our Duty, to blow the Trumpet when we 

— 40 not ſeę that Danger, nor to diſtract our Hearers with 
re imaginary Pangers, to the Neglect of the werghtier Mat- 

i ters of eve faw 3; nor can we by any Means' agree with 

nod, ens Mr. 
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„% Mr. Macclanechan that there is little more than the Form 
„, Godlingſs in our Churches, or that all America is in 
« fuch a heterodox and wicked State, as he would>inſinuate. 

„ The fallen Condition of Man, the Efficacy of Faith, and 
the Neceſſity of Jandifying Grace—thoſe divine and impor- 
„tant Subjects pointed out to us A r Grace (in your 
„Letter to Dr. Smith) we ſhall always think ourſelves 
« bound to preſs home upon our Hearers with peculiar 
„ Fervor, and do moiſt humbly thank your Grace for your 
„ pious and fatherly Admonitions on this Head. In a Ser- 
mon preached at our laſt Convention“, and alſo before 
© theſe Charges were written againſt us, your Grace wall 
«+ ſee that the fallen and finful Eftate of Man, the Grace and 
« Goodneſs of God, the Wonders of his Love, Chrift crucified, 
© the Purity of his everlaſiing Goſpel, Charity and Virtue, 
&« Righteouſneſs, Temperance, a Judgment and Eternity to come— 
«« were openly avowed by us as what ought to be the chief 
„Topics of all our Preaching, and this we might have 
„ hoped would have ſecured us from ſuch Cenſures.—It is 
impoſſible for us to znake any Anſwer to his other Charge 
of the Society's Bounty being thrown away in Places 
«© where the People might well ſupport their own Clergy, 
«« becauſe none of thoſe Places are ſpecified ; and we know 
« of none ſuch in this Province. 

«+ Fermit us to conclude with an earneſt Requeſt, that 
*: your Grace would be pleaſed to allow your excellent 
and Chriſtian Letter to- Mr. Macclanicthan to be publiſhed, 
as earneſtly defired by many worthy Members of our Church, 
ho think that the amiable Spirit of Humanity and Can- 
«© dour which appears in it, does Honour to that Religion by 
6 which it is anfpired?. 0 © 

To the Requeſt, that the Letter to Mr. MaccLantecnan 
might be publiſhed, the Archbiſhop partly conſented ; but, 
at the ſame Time, he ſeemed rather to think, that it might 
be better to omit the Publication of it for the preſent, till 


the Ferment, then prevailing in the Church at Philadelphia, 
ſhould in ſome good Meaſure ſubſide. That Ferment is now . 


happily over, and it is thought the Public has a Right to the 
Letter. And as the Letter, taken in Connexion with the Pro- 
ceſs that occaſioned it, places this great Prelate in ſo amiable 
and admirable a Point of View, the Publication of it in this 
Manner, when the late Attacks upon his Grace's Character in 


America call for ſome public Defence, will not, I preſume, be - 


condemned by any candid and unprejudiced Perſon. Without 
any 


This Sermon was preached by Dr. Sur H, from Pſalm ii. 8. 


* 
* * . * , [4 . 
xx An Introductory Narrative. 
any farther Introduction or Apology, I ſhalt now preſent the 
Reader with the Letter itſelf; aſſuring him that it is carefully 
er the above -mbnrioned Copy, fignedwith the Arch. 
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Archbiſhop SECKER's LETTER 
T o 


The Revd. Mr. MaccLlAxECHAN. 


Lambeth, Oct. 9, 1760. 
SIR, | | 


Received, on the 23d of Auguſt, a Letter 

1 from Vou; and another from ſeveral 
> Perſons at Philadelphia, who profeſs 
themſelves to be Members of the Church of 
England, and deſirous of having You for 
their Minifter, When they were written is 
not expreſſed. I received alſo, at the ſame 
Time, a Letter in your Favour, dated May 
24th, 1760, from Eighteen Preſbyterian 
Miniſters, convened at Philadelphia, Why 
any of theſe have been ſent to me, I know 
not. The Superintendency of the Church 
of Philadelphia belongs neither to me, as 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, nor to the Society 
for propagating the Goſpel, of which I am 
Preſident : But hath always, been exerciſed 
by the Biſhop of London, And he is 'well 
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2 . Archbiſboþ SECKER's Letter 
known to be very capable of Buſineſs, though 


the Writers of the ſecond Letter above deny 


it. But even were he incapable, the Appli- 


cation made to me would be irregular. | 
However, I would willingly hope, that it 


doth not proceed from Diſregard to that 
venerable ” Pexſon, or from Inclination to 
throw Things into Diſorder; or from any 
worſe Cauſe than Inconſiderateneſs, or Want 


of right Information. If good Opinion of 
me in any Reſpect hath contributed to produce 
it, I wiſh I deſerved it better: And ſhall be 
heartily glad, if it produces alſo a ſerious 
Attention to what I ſhall now, for the Sake 


of Religion, and of all Parties concerned, 


ſay on the Subject. Though I have neither 
Leiſure nor Defire to intermeddle in other 


Men's Matters, They, who have called me 
to it, I truſt will excuſe me for it. 


Previouſly to the Buſineſs now in Queſtion, 
Yau ſpeak of your Behaviour as a Miſſionary; 


and I follow you in that 


Yau ſay it was for want of. a Ship : And! 


make no objection, though the Time feems | 


lang. You landed at Boſton October 1oth, 
nd there you ſtayed till May following, 
becauſe You did not think it ſafe to carry your 


Family on the, Eve of Winter to the Place of 


your | 


pls or {£2 ate + Ie N . * 5 T7 


and J follow) 5 more readily, as 
it relates to the Society, Vou were appointed 

March 21, 1755: And your Salary com- 
menced from Chriſtmas preceding: But You | 
did not embark. for, America till Auguſt. 
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to the Revd. Mr. MAceLanECnan, 3 
your Miſſion, where no Houſe was provided 
for You. But might not you have gone 
without your Family, as You did at laft, no 
Houſe being ſtill provided for You? However, 
I paſs over this alſo. Nor will T enter into 
what hath been reported of your hiring 4 
Houſe at Boſton for a Year, ſome ſay for 
Three Years, as if you propoſed to fix there; 
or of your attempting to procure'a Settlement 
in Dr. Cutler's Church, till you were forbidden 
his Pulpit. The Society, on Complaint of 
your Delays,” had ſtopt your Salary: But on 
your Writing from your Miſſion, promifing 
Diligence, and expreſſing yout Hope to be 
continued, they reſtored it, Pecember 1756. 
And on your requeſting, not, as You tay, 


i 4 Frequently, but twice, June and October 17 58. 


to be removed, they ordered You fol. each 
Time, as an Encouragement to ſtay ; fearin 

from your Repreſentations, that 4 Succeſf 

of ſufficient Reſolution and Activity could 
not eaſily be got. The People of Frankfort 
fay, that You ſtayed with them but till 
December 1758 ; and it Was not tiff the 


Middle of that Month, that your firſt Req ueſt 


to be removed came before” the Society. 80 
that you did not wait to ſee, whether they 
would remove you or not; though your 
Followers, in their Letter to me, ſay, that 


you patiently waited for an Anſwer, without 


Effect, for a. lang Time. © You firſt went to 
Virginia; of .which I fhall take Notice 
| afterwards ; - 


4 .: Archbiſhop Ste rant Taler 


which City You ws. Juge _ 17 ©9, your 

firſt Notification to the Society of your reſign- 

ing your Miſſion; and deſired to have your 

Salary paid till 8 alledging that it 

3 but Two Days of the Time. This 

the Society granted of Courſe: Not ſuſpecting 

that Vou had left the Place of your Miſſion 

Six Months before, which you ought fairly 

P to have told them. And thus You received 

your Salary for Four Years and a Half, befides 
Gratuities of 20l, and were but Two Years 
and a Half upon your Miſſion. 

„At Philadelphia the Veſtry choſe You, 
about Seven Weeks after your Arrival, Aſſiſ- 
tant to Dr. Jenney. And by accepting their 
Choice, You appear to have underſtood, that 
the Right of chuſing was in them. Then 
You..and They applied to the Biſhop of 
London for a Licence to authorize. you to 
officiate, as ſuch. And by ſo doing you 
acknowledged, that their Choice was ineffec- 
tual without his Confirmation of it, which 
accordingly. You, call a Favour. Now it 
being a Favour, he might refuſe it. And 
therefore, ſince: lie hath refuſed it, You ought 
to acquieſce in his Refuſal. 

But You ſay it was procured by God 4 5 
what Art and low Cunning : That ſeveral 
Letters were ſent to him, as if from the Veſtry 
and. Pariſhioners, recommendin g ſtrongly Mr. 
opens nd Mr. Duche as Aſſiſtant Miniſters, 
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and defiring that You might be diſmiſſed: That 
this Fallacy, this unparalleled Piece of Perfidy 
will be laid before me in à fair and reputable 
Manner, by a Multitude of Members of, the 
Church That the Requeſt of theſe ciandeſtine 
Addreſſes hath been granted, Mr. Sturgeon and 
Mr. Duchè appointed, and You diſmiſſed. 
Now I cannot learn, upon Inquiry, thatany 
one ſuch Letter was written to the Biſhop, 
as from the Veſtry and Pariſhioners. And if 
any was written by others, they might at leaſt 
have as good a Right to remonſtrate againſt 
You to Him, as ou have to remonſtrate 
againſt the American Clergy in general tome: 
Nor was their Letter any more clandeſtine, than 
yours. Nor hath he grounded his Refuſal on 
their Remonſtrance. Nor could the Two 
Gentlemen before- mentioned be recom- 
mended to him now as Aſſiſtants, and 
appointed by him on that Recommendation: 
Becauſe Mr. Sturgeon was appointed long 
ago}, and Mr. Duchè was recommended 
before you came to Philadelphia; which You 
could ſcarcely fail to know, though You 
write as if both theſe Things were quite 
otherwiſe. What You mean therefore by 
charging any Perſons with unparalleled 
Perfidy, or even with Fallacy on this Occaſion 
I cannot gueſs. For ſurely You have not 
poor Dr. Jenney in View, who can only -be 

| 121 | charged 


t _ Sturgeon had been Aſſiſtant Miniſter to Dr. Jenney, ever 
ce 


ſin Vear 1747. 
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charged with Weakneſs, and that in your 
Favour. He granted You, as he faith himſelf, 
the. occaſional Uſe of his Pulpit with great 
Reluctance of Mind, being much ſollicited; 
but others ſay, terrified by the Violence of 
your Party. However ſeeing more of Vou 
afterwards, and recovering Courage, he re- 
fuſed to ſign the Application for a Licence, 
| and ſignified to the Biſhop that he diſap- 
4 proved you. I ſee no Crime in this. And J 
| am ſure, that your Followers, to whom you 
F refer me, have not laid before me any Per- 
1 fidy or Fallacy of any one: But have only 
aſſerted, without attempting to prove, or 
intimating their Reaſons for believing it, that 
many have endeavoured” to poiſon the Mind of 
the \ Biſhop by a Miſrepreſentation of Fats. 
Now conſidering how exceffively angry You 
are apt to'be, when any Thing is charged up- 
on You; ſurely Vou ought to be very careful, 
and: exhort thoſe, whom You have taken 
under your Direction, to be very careful, 
never to charge others at Random. 
His refuſing to licence You was the legal 
Exerciſe of a diſcretionary Power, veſted in 
Him. And he is not bound to ſet forth the 
Reaſons, why he exerciſed it in this Manner. 
He hath however ſet forth in Dr. Nicholls's 
Letter one Reaſon, which ſuperſedes the 
Need of any others: That the Church was 
already provided with two Aſſiſtants, ap- 
proved by it, and licenced by him, and 
1 Sy | wanted 
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wanted no more. To this he hath added, 
that You had engaged yourſelf to a Pariſh 
in Virginia, which your Adherents, in their 
Letter to me, deny; upon whoſe' Informa- 
tion they deny it, unleſs your own, I know 
not. Yet You ſay, that You were appointed 
to a Pariſh there: Which was ſcarce done 
without ſome Engagement on your Part. 
He further adds, that You had received ſuch 
Marks of Favour,” meaning probably in Mo- 
| ney, though that is not expreſſed, that You 
ought to think yourſelf obliged to ſerve them. 
But You aftirm, that You recerved no Money 
from the Church where You preached, either 
to enable You to bring your Family thither, 
or to pay for your Services there, Whether 
You received any from any particular Mem- 
bers of the Church, or other Perſons in thoſe 
Parts, on either of theſe, or any like Ac- 
count, You do not ſay. Nor do] ſay more than 

this: That I wonder how the Report ſhould 
prevail, if nothing paſſed to give Riſe to it; 
that the Biſhop's preceding Objection againſt 
licencing You was ſufficient, whatever be- 
comes of the Preſent; and that ſuppoſing 
You had not engaged yourſelf in Virginia, 
{till it was much fitter You ſhould go thither, 
where You ſay there were many vacant Pa- 
viſbes, than ſtay a Philadelphia, where every 
Place was filled. 8 8 
_ Beſides theſe Reaſons, the Biſhop fignt- 
Hes, that he had others: But ſpecifies no 


others, 
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others, excepting that You had withdrawn 


yourſelf from . Society's Service, in a 
Manner that did You no Credit: Of which 
I have ſpoken before. Probably he thought 


it a further Reaſon, and ſurely with good 


Cauſe, that Dr. Jenney had not put his Name 
to the Recommendation :from the Veſtry. 
But if he credited any Thing written to him 
againſt Vou, beſides what I have juſt now 
mentioned, hie hath had ſo much Tenderneſs 
for You, as to decline exprefling it: For 
which Vou make him an ill Return, in ſay- 

ing that he hath condemned Vou and your 


Party ait hout a Hearing : Whereas in Truth, 


he hath heard You, that is, he hath taken 
Notice of all that You laid before him, and 
hath not condemned You, only he hath thought 


your Requeſt unreaſonable. He hath alſo at 


the ſame Time very kindly propoſed, noe ey | 


that You ſhould be ſettled in Virginia, which | 
I preſume would be a very comfortable Set- 


tlement, but likewiſe that the Church of 
Philadelphia ſhould aſſiſt Vou in moving thi- 
ther. This laſt indeed Vou ſeem to repre- 
ſent, as if he had required, that they ſhould 
aſſiſt in moving You thither againſt your Will. 
But I hope You could not mean to pervert 


His. Intention ſo unthankfully and unfairly. 


Vou ſay, that what he hath done will, 
alas, render Prelacy very contemptible in your 
Part of the World. Now I can neither ſee, 
that he hath done any Thing amiſs ; nor ap- 

prehend, 


zo the Revd. Mr. MAcCLANECHAN. 9 
prehend, that the Refuſal of one Licence by 
one Prelate, were it ever ſo. un uſtifiable, 
could render Prelacy itſelf contemptible in 

any Part of the World. He who thinks it 
will, muſt entertain a very mean Opinion of 
it, how much ſoever he may profeſs to be 
concerned for it. But on the other Hand, 
denying a Biſhop s Right to refuſe a Licence, 
or maintaining that his Preſbyters may offi- 
ciate where they pleaſe, and even from new 
Churches without it, is rendering epiſcopal 
Government contemptible indeed. 

You ſay, that You are cruelly and unwar- 
rantably thruft out of the Church, meaning 
Dr. Jenney's. Now from what he and others 
have (aid, I rather conceive, that cruel and 
unwarrantable Steps have been taken to thruſt 
Vou into it. But certainly You were not 
thruſt out: For You were never legally ad- 
mitted. And now the Veſtry, which had 
once approved You, on further Trial diſ- 
approves You. I think only Two, out of the 
Fifteen who recommended You, have ſub- 
ſcribed the Letter, written to me, 'as ſtill 
adhering to You. You alledge indeed, that 
the Veſtry, which diſapproved You, had only 
three Hours Notice of the Meeting.” But how- 
ever that be, the Majority of the whole muſt 
have been ſatisfied with what was done; elſe 
unqueſtionably the Vote, then paſſed, would. 
before now have been repealed: © You alledge 
alſo, that the NOR agreed to your Diſmiſa 
| B fon 
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ſion before the Biſhop's Letter came. But You 
own that they —. they did it, on being 
well aſſured, as the Event ſhewed they were, 
that the Biſhop would not Licence You. There 
are likewiſe other Reaſons for your Diſmiſ- 
fion, given by Dr. Jenney, and allowed by 
the Veſtry : Which you have doubtleſs ſcen 
in his Letter to them, though You have not 
choſen to mention them in your Letter to 
me: And which ought to fre: reſtrained 
You effectually from calling it, as You do, 
very unbecomingly, the de Nolte Act of a ſu- 
perannuated Ruler. 

He faith, that your extemporary Praying 
and Preaching are not agreeable to the Ca- 
nons. Now the 55th Canon requires, that 
before Sermon the Miniſter ' ſhall move the i 
People to join with him in Prayer, in the 
Form or to the Effect there expreſſed, as 
briefly as conveniently may be. And if, in- 
ſtead of that, he makes a long Prayer, or one 
in a different Form and to a different Effect, 
he diſobeys the Canon: And from ſuch Diſ- 
obedience very great Miſchiefs have ariſen in 
the Church, and may again. Next to ſuch 

Liberties taken in Prayer, thoſe of extempore 
Sermons are dangerous, unleſs the Preacher 
be very prudent, and mild in his Temper. 
For the Paſſions of other Preachers hurry 
them to ſay Things, which it may be hoped 
they would not, were they to confider them 
rad Or at leaſt their Diſcourſe, being 


written 
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20 the Revd. Mr. MACCLANECHAN. 11 
written by them, would teſtify concerning it- 
ſelf. And the 53d Canon directs, that if any 
Preacher ſhall particularly and of Purpoſe 
oppoſe or argue againſt any Doctrine, deli- 
vered by another Preacher in the ſame or a 


| neighboring Church, without the Biſhop's 


Order, the Church-Wardens or Party grieved 
ſhall, becauſe upon this there may grow 
much Offence and Difquietnefs, ſignify it to 
the Biſhop, and not ſuffer him to preach any 
more, unleſs he promiſe to forbear ſuch Mat- 
ter of Contention, till the Biſhop's further 
Order.” Now Dr. Fenney affirms, and the 
Veſtry'admits, that You have done worſe, 
than what is here reſtrained : That You have 
uſed © Railings and Revilings in the Pulpit ;” 
and boldly and indiſeriminately aſperſed ** the 
* whole Body of our Church and Clergy, 
te their Doctrines and Principles, their Lives 
and Writings ;” and made Diſturbances 
ever fince You were admitted. Theſe Things 
undoubtedly You will deny; nor do I affert 
them. But many Perſons of very good Cre- 
dit, both Clergymen and Laymen, who had 
ſufficient Opportunities of knowing, aflert , 
them. And as the Governors of the Pariſh 
ſaw your Behavior in this Light, what could 
they do leſs, than forbid your Preaching again, 
till the Biſhop's Pleaſure ſhould be known ? 
Would You in their Caſe have done leſs ? 
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Vou maintain, that diſmiſſing You is a 
Blaw at Chriſtian Liberty. And your Fol- 
lowers profeſs to be alarmed on this Occaſion 
for their religious Rights and Privileges, in 
which their Peace on Earub, and their ever- 
laſting Welfare are moſt intimately concerned, 
Vet neither Lou nor they directly! ſpecify, | 
what Branch of this Liberty, or theſe, Rights, 
You apprehend. to be endangered. I pte- 
ſume however, that the Meaning of both is 
intimated. in thoſe Words of youts, that 4 
Free People will ever gſteem it their Privilege 
to chuſe their own Miniſter : A. Rigbt, aubich 
they in the Plantdtions will not care to give 
up. But where in Scripture do You find-this 
declared, either to be a Part of Chriſtian Li- 
berty, ora Right of the Chriſtian Laity? 
Or where do our Laws make it the Privilege 
of 4 free } P eople If it were, | they . would 
ſoon find Cauſe to grow weary of it. But 
ſcarce any Pariſhes in England or Ireland 
chuſe their: Pariſh Miniſter. I believe, few 
epiſcopal Congregations in America do. And 
I am tolg, that of Philadelphia doth not. 
Lecturers indeed, Who are Afiftant Miniſters, 
the People often chuſe : Only their Choice 
is of no Rvail, unleſs the Incumbent and Bi- 
thop approve it. But in Dr. Jenney's Church, 
I conceive, the Veſtry are authorized to act 
for the People in the Choice of an Aſſiſtant. 
Elſe why were You choſen by the Veſtry? 
And have they not the fame Power to vote 
againſt 
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againſt You, as to vote in your Favour ? 

You were never choſen, by the People. And 
therefore, if they, have the ſole Right of 
chuſing, Vou were never duly choſen at all. 
You, will ſay perhaps, What your Adherents 
ſay, that the Majority, of the Congregation 
is for Vou. But the other Side ſay the con- 
trary: And there is noregular Method of 
putting: this Queſtion, to the Trial. But if 
there were: Suppoſe Tou were ſettled, as 
Incumbent of a Pariſh, With two Aſſiſtants, 
and thought Vou wanted no more; hut ſome 
of your People had a Mind to a third: Would 
You think it right, that they ſhould put it 

to the Vote, whether Vou ſhould, have a 
third, and whether it ſhould not be ſuch a 
particular Perſon; and that they ſhould, fix 
that particular Perſon upon You, againſt 

your Liking, and againſt the: Liking of the 

Biſhop agreeing with Fou? I preſume not. 

But ſuppoſe further, that a Number of 

your, Pariſhioners, not being able to carry 

their favourite Point, ſhould break off from 

your , Church, and ſet up another; would 
Vou think this right alſo? Let your Con- 

ſcience ſpeak. Your. Adherents deſire me, 
that they may not be „ligmatiaed with the op- 
probriau Names of Schiſinatics, Separatiſts; 
&c. &c. I am not diſpoſed to give harſh 
Names: But indeed I can give no good one 
to ſuch Practices, as theirs. If Perſons may 
withdraw from a Congregation, of which 
Une they 
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14 Afrobbiſbop SECKER's: Letter 
they are Members, merely becauſe they can- 
not got ſome Perſon, whom they have in Ad- 


miration, to be appointed an Aſſiſtant in it; 


how many other Prętences for withdrawing 
may they and others make with equal Reaſon; 
and — End can chere be to Diviſions and 
Confuſtons? 4 19450 201 
Vet your Followers profeſs g reat Zeal foe 


the Peace of the Church: And You: profeſ; 


great Grief, that it is wounded ;- and declare 
in 'your.-own Name, and theirs, that You 
wilt: f-7&1y-adbere; not only to the Liturgy 


| and Dockrines, but to the Diſcipline © of the 


Church of England. Pray, Sir, conſider: 


Can You! adhere” to the Diſcipline of the 


Church-of England, whilft You ack in De- 
fanoe of the Biſhop, the Miniſter of the Pa- 
riſh, andithe Veſtty, on Principles that tend 
to the Diſſolàtion ef all Churches, and the 
Subverfion of all ecelefraſtical Order? How 
couid ſuch an Imagidation come into your 
Mind? And how dan Vou ws me te 
countenance ſuch Proceedings 
But, it ſeems, Vou have a further, and 
much mightier Plea® to make. Vou affirm 
that he Doors are ſhut againſt You for teacb- 
mg the Deerines" of the Goſpel And in- 
timate; tllat Vou are required to ceaſe from 
preacbing a crucified Chrift; though the Bi- 
Ban given You Power to doit; and 
though You had ſolemnly Promifed at your 
nee You would doit, and would 


baniſh 
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baniſh all ſtrange Dofrines. But conſider ; 
The Power given You was © to preach the 
% Word of God--—in the Congregation, 
4 here You ſhould be lawtully appointed 
« thereunto'. Now You have not been 
lawfully appointed to'preach ſtatedly at Phi- 
ladelphia. And why could not your Promiſe 
have been as well and better performed in 
Virginia, where You might have been law- 
fully appointed? Conſider further: On what 
Grounds do You affirm, that the Doors are 
ſhut againſt You for teaching the Doctrines of 
the Goſpel ? I hope You do not account your 
Biſhop an Enemy to, them: And beſides, his 
Reaſons for declining to licence, Vou are 
not in the leaſt founded on the Doctrines, 
which You teach, Nor, I believe, have Vou 
been charged in any Letter to him, nor cer: 
tainly are Vou charged in Dr. Jenney's Letter 
to the Veſtry on your Diſmiſſion, with falſe 
Tenets, but with railing Accuſations. And 
of this Charge Vou have in your Letter to 
me, gone a great Way towards proving your- 
ſelf guilty, J ots after 

You ſay, many of the Veſtry are as much 
prejudiced againſt the Articles of our Church, 
as they are againſt Y ou the Preacher of them. 
Now I ſuppoſe You preached. them from the 
firſt: Vet they do not appear to have diſliked 
You till a conſiderable Time after: And 
therefore it muſt be preſumed, that not your 
preaching the Doctrine of the Articles, 08 
Mer! otner 


16 _ Archbiſhoþ SECKER's Letter 
other Things produced their Diſlike: By 
calling yourſelf the Preacher of the Articles, 
You ſeem to think yourſelf the only Preacher 
of them in that Church. And accordingly 
your Followers ſay, that excluding You, 
forces them to hear Men, whoſe Do@rines, 
not being agreeable to the Articles of the 
js. cannot pleaſe, nor their Leſſons con- 

Inſtruction. Now they made no ſuch 
Complaint of their Miniſters before : So that 
You muſt probably have been, as Dr. Jenney's 
Letter repreſents vou to be, the Accuſer of 
your Brethren. And were this Accuſation 
proved, your Requeſt might have been car- 
ried further: That they ſhould be expelled 
or ſilenced, as well as You admitted. But 
no Proof is produced: Nor do any other 
Perſons join with your new Congregation in 
the Charge. Even the Preſbyterian Miniſters, 
whom I mentioned at firſt, have abſtained 
from doing'that. They recommend You in- 
deed (and I hope interfered fo far with a good 
Deſign) as a peculiarly uſeful Preacher: But 
whether from their own Knowledge, or from 
whoſe Information, they have omitted to ex- 
preſs. And I underſtand, that they were by 

far the ſmaller Part of the Aſſembly. 

You ſay, one Door has been ſhut againſt 
You, but God hath opened another. And he 
hath indeed permitted another to be opened 
But he permits many unjuſtifiable Things to 
be done. You obſerve to me, ſeemingly with 

great 
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great Pleaſure that in four Days after your 
Diſmiſſion by the Veſtry, and the very next 
Day after the Biſhop's Letter of Refuſal came, 
You preached to a large Audience. Surely 
You ſhould rather have feared to take ſo very 
"haſtily a Step, which looked ſo undutiful, 
and threatened ſuch Diſorders. You ſay, that 
all good Men pity and Belp You and your Par- 
ty. If ſo, there are no good Men amongſt 
your Oppoſers: But they deſerve a ſtill 
worſe Name, than that of Screaming Owls, 
which You have given them. Do You really 
think that ? Your Adherents boaſt of the 
Promiſe of the moſt generous and charitable 
Aid of the People of every Denomination, 
towards building Vou a Church: Which, 
they aſſure me, ariſes from their being Mit- 

' neſſes to the whole Tranſattion, and to the un- 
hind Treatment which You have received, and 
from à real Concern for Religion in pn 
They likewiſe mention it as an irrefragable 
Proof, not only of your Popularity, but of 
your Importance to the Cauſe of Religion \ 
Philadelphia, that rh Repreſentatives of the 
People have favored You with the occaſional 
Uſe of the State- Houſe, and that You are 
till followed by a Multitude of i People of all 
Denominations. Now certainly few or none 
of theſe have been Witneſſes to the whole, or 
any great Part, of what hath been tranſacted 
chiefly in Veſtries and Letters: But muſt 
have taken up with Reports; in ſpreading 
EL C | of 
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of which, the Ignorant and the Partial are 
uſually the buſieſt and the loudeſt. I am 
very ſenſible, that a Miniſter of the Goſpel 
ſhould have a good Report of them which 
are without. But mere good Opinion I ap- 
prehend, would not excite in the Breaſts of 
Diſſenters of all Sorts at once ſo very warm 
a Zeal in Favour of a Miniſter of the Church 


of England, as they are ſaid to ſhew at pre- ; 
ſent, without his taking ſome undue Methods 


of- courting them, or their hoping to gain 
ſome Advantage to their common Intereſt, 


by ſuch Behavior: Theſe ſeveral Sets, dif- 


Sing ſo widely from us and from one ano- 


ther, cannot all of them approve your Doc- 
trines ; and therefore it is not for your Doc- 
trines, that they applaud Von. I would not 
think uncharitably of any of them: But 1 


cannot help «remarking, how much more 


Charity your Followers have for Them, than 


for the Miniſters and Members of the Church, 


which they have left. The latter, they ſuf- 


pect, do every Thing from à wrong Princi- 
ple: The former, they are clear, do every 


Thing from a right one. But is it not very 


natural to imagine, that a large Proportion 
of theſe Multitudes may flock after You 
ſolely from an idle Curioſity, and Fondneſs 
of Nowlir: And that more than a few may 


\encourage:You;''becauſe:they. promiſe them- 


ſelves, that:dividing our Church at Philadel- 
Phia will weaken, if not overturn it; and 
10 3 ; 7" haps 


* 
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e perhaps promote their politieal Views at the 
N ſame Time? Ought You not to ſuſpect the 
Promiſes, and even the Gifts of ſuch: Nay, 
h to ſuſpect your own Cauſe for being —— 
2 by them, inſtead of glorying in that Supp 
f An. ought it not to give Vou a EE! 
. Diſtruſt of your. Proceeditgs, that no one 
n Clergyman of the Church of England in 
America hath declared himſelf to approve 
$ them: And that the Convention of Clergy- 
\ men, which met at Philadelphia laſt May, 
„have ſtronglytexpreſſed theit Difapprobation® 1 
cf your Behavior both in that Convention 
and out of it; and have ſignified, that they 
„ would not ſuffer Vou to preach in any of 
their Pulpits? Which is the more probable 
tPireſumption of the Two? That You are in 
the — or —_ all the reſt of the Clergy 
» | are ? 1132293375 J0Ge 19 
19 Indeed if voir FO of yourſelf 
YM md them is to be taken, the whole Body of 
them is not to be put in Competition with 
You. For Vou tell me, in general and inde- 
finite Terms, that Miſſonaries are fent- over 
to propagate the Goſpel, who have never tus 
died Divinity, but are Noviees; -who inſtead 
of convineing Men of their tuined Stute by 
Nature and Pfackice, predeb up the Dignity, 
and Purity of Nature; and inflead or fe. . 
ing poor Sinners their Need of a Saviour, 
make themſelves their own  Saviours, You 


ſpeak. 


BR, ße Meiko. >. 
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ſpeak of many Clergymen in the Plantations, 
who never had a Thought of entering into the 
Miniſtry, till they failed, through Ignorance 
or Imprudence, im the Buſineſs to which they 
were brought up, and then were ſent home 
for Holy Orders. And You add, that Di, 
enters have good Reaſon to jay, that inſtead 
of propagating the, Goſpel, the Church Cler- 
gymen are propagating the Errors of Armi- 
nius, and are artfully and induftriouſly intro- 
ducing Deiſm. You do not indeed directly 
aſſert, that all beſides yourſelf are ſuch : But 


Lou make no Exception; nor even hint that 
there is a ſingle, one. Pray, Sir, reflect a 


little: Can theſe be the Words of Truth and 
Soberneſs? I hope and believe, that even 
the Diſſenters, whom You quote on this 
Occaſion, I mean the more conſiderable Part 


of them, would not expreſs themſelves 2 


harſhly. and crudely about the Clergy, 

You, do. Some are ſent Miſſionaries — 
they are young: And poſſibly Vou might be 
as young, when You had your firſt Ordina- 


tion“. Some are leſs qualified than we could 


wiſh : But however, they appear upon Exa- 
mination not unqualified, We ſend the beſt 


we can: We, promiſe ourſelves, that they 
will improve: And we queſtion, whether 
You, Fan direct na. at leaſt no Body hath yet 

3d) | , en directed 


8 Mr. MaccLanzcaan was bred among the Difſenters, and 


was a Preacher among them my Years, before he conformed to the 
Church, 


to the Revd. Mr. MAcCLANECHAN. 21 


directed us, where to get better. We have 
| ſent out many excellent ones: And there are 
many ſuch now. That any Americans have 
failed in ſecular Employments, and then 
come hither for Orders, I never heard before: 
And that any of our Mifſionaries have, I do 
not think. They come uſually from the 
Colleges in thoſe Parts: They come always 
well recommended; we. muſt act upon Re- 
commendations: And ſt would be much 
righter to caution us againſt unfit Perſons, 
when they offer themſelves; than to reproach 
us with them afterwards. I truſt, that none 
of our Clergy in America are ſuch in Point 
of Doctrine, as Vou make the Generality of 
them to be. But of this Jam fure, that the 
contrary ought to be preſumed concerning 
them all: That it appears concerning ſeveral 
of them from what they have written: And, 
that fince we are directed by the Apoſtle, 
« againſt an Elder receive not an Accuſa- 
«tion, but before to or three Witneſſes; 
we ought not to receive an Actigſation, much 
leſs ſo improbable an Accuſation, againſt the 
Elders of - a whole Country, on the Credit of 
one Witneſs; eſpecially of ons, Who hath o 
much Need to be reminded ef the fame 
Apoſtle's other Direction, Let all Bitter- 
* neſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and Cla- 
** mour, and Evil-ſpeaking” be put away 
Hafen Tous g 59 3500 e 145 9 
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I ſuppoſe Vou will plead, that the Society 
have in Print, and I have in a private Letter, 
which You have ſeen, deſired faithful Ac- 
counts of our Miſſionaries. But we mean 
particular Informations, where Cauſe is 
given for any, of which we ſhall: always 
take due Notice; not indiſcriminat Invec- 
tives, which never do Service. And beſides, 
we cannot think one of your immaderate: 
Vehemence ,a;very:fit Perſon ta furniſh us. 
with Informatiaus about them; above all, 
at a Time, when ſo. many af them have 
manifeſted their Diſapprobation of your 
Conduct; but that indeed. a due Senſe of: Þ 
Propriety muſt have ſhewn You, the Unſea- 
ſonableneſs ot attempting at. 20 124 Bf 
However, mot ſatis fied with! condemning: 
our, American Brethren, Yow: denſufe likes 
wiſe the Society. For Youctell:me'that 20e 
Donations g Cbriſian Pto pls to it are im- 
properly appropriated not only by our em- 
ploying unſkilhal and heterodax Miſſionaries, 
to Which Ihave anſwered already; but by 
- appointing Miſſions in Places, which have 
us Claim to gun Chority. I ronceive You do 
not mean, that the whole or nearly the 
Whole of their Donations is thus miſemploy- 
ed though Nou boldly ſpeak at large, as if 
You did; but ſome Part only. And what 
Part You have in View, as not clear. If 
You apprehend, that we give Salaries. to 
Miſſionaries, where the Congregations could 
= | and 


E 


ne 


and would maintain them without our Mas, 
and if this bes any where true, as it pofſibly 
may; we have not been appriſed of it, 


though we have both formerly and lately 


deſired that we might. And aſſerting it in 


general, is of ſmall Uſe, without notifying 
the Congregations particulafly. But were 
even that done alſo, we muſt hear what the 

have to urge in their own Defence, before 
we judge; and Perſons,” who have not been 
made acquainted with their Defence, cannot 
be ſure that we Judge amiſs.” If You mean, 
that we maintain Miſſionaries for thoſe, who 
have no Claim to them, becauſe there are 
Miniſters of other Perſuaſions in their Neigh- 
bothood ; our Anſwer is, that where 851 
ſeſed Members of the Church of England 


aſſure us, that they cannot in Conſcience 


commußicate or join in Worſhip with theſe 
other Miniſters, either the Service of the 
Church of England muſt be provided for 
them, or they muſt have no public Service 
at all, Which laſt our Vociety was eſtabliſhed 
T0 prevent. 

Vou charge us likewiſe with neglecting 
Bs Frontiers. Now I believe, that when- 
ever any competent Number of the Inhabi- 
tants of the Frontiers hath applied to us, or 
the Cale gf any hath been 'repreſented by 
others; (and we cannot know theſe Matters 
of ourſelves) we have endeavoured to aſſiſt 
Zhem, as far as we wereable. But our — 
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of Money hath often been very low; and 
procuring Miſſionaries for ſuch Places is very 
Nifficult, eſpecially in Time of War. You 
are a Man of fingular Courage and Hardi- 
nefs* : Yet You would not ſtay upon one of 
thoſe Miſſions. And You know that we 
readily voted You extraordinary Encour 


ment. I flatter myſelf therefore, that we 
have not been much to blame on this Head; 


and ſurely of all Men You haye no Right to 
be our Accuſer. 

Jou add a Rk for Four new Miſſions, 
which You ſpecify. Few Perſons, I believe, 
will think You, peculiarly intitled either to 
make Requeſts, or give Advice to us. But 
we are willing to hear: I wiſh You were 
equally ſo. An Inquiry into what You pro- 
poſe will, in all Likelihood, be ordered. 
The Reſult of .it cannot be foreſeen at pre- 
fent. 

I think. I have now gone through every 
Thing, that is material, in your Letter, 
And my deliberate Judgment upon the whole 
is, that You ought not to have made the 
Separation, which You have done; but to 
have quitted Philadelphia, when the Biſhop $ 
Refuſal of a Licence came, firſt - begging 
Pardon for the Uneaſineſſes, which You have 
ſtirred up there. This, I am fully ſatisfied, 
. your Chriſtian Duty. Whether it 

would 


* Mr. Macclanechan went home recommended, in theſe Words, to 


the Society, by Governor SHIRLEY, 


"0 ä 2 


and wiſh, even for the Sake of your temp 


to the Revd; Mr. MACCLANECHAN. 25 


would have been worldly Wiſdom alſo; Time 
will thew : Ido not take upon me to prog 
noſticate. But poſſibly ſome, ho have been 
hurried into ſubſcribing/. may change their 
Minds before they have paid much of - their 
Money. Or ſappoling the Church built, or 
the Liberty of uſing the State Haufe conti 
nued; what is no longer newi may fai hafter a 
while to dra the expected Numbers toge- 
ther: VqurSingularities, andyoutantemperat 
Heat, may gradually diſguſt ſuch: ias once 
were pleaſed with them ; and they whOdel 
light in You now, as an Inſttument of 
waking Breaches in our. Ghurch, may come 
to ſlight Vou, when theo Work isl done, or 
when Vou have miſcarried in it, whichſoever 
may happen. So after doing much Harm, 
You may (e laid aſide, or . littles | 


ral Intereſt, that You had gone and ettl&d, 
in a regular Manner, where You were in- 
— 1 Tc £1 
But, for the Sake of an infinitely; moge 
important Intereſt, I beg You; would on- 
fider the; ſolemn Promiſe, which Vou have 
made, teverently to ohey your Ordinary, 
and other chief Miniſters to whom the 
„ Oharge and Government over Vou is com- 
mitted;“ and to maintain and ſet for- 
« wards, as much as in You lieth, Quietneſs, 
«PA. "524 "Love" pet all Dhotinn 
* People.” But if You turn a deaf Ear to 
15 D . this 
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this Intreaty, I muſt. then beg your Follow. 
ers, for whoſe Peruſal, as well as yours, this 
Letter is intended, to yeavember' and obſerve 
St. Paul's Rule, „Mark them which cauſe 
« Diviſions and Offences, and avoid them.“ 
As. T have written theſe Things, if I know 
my own Heart, in the Spirit of Meekneſs, 
IJ hope Vou will read them with the ſame: 
And not be kindled by them into that 
74 Wrath of Man, which 5 worketh not 
< the Rightebuſneſs of God. Part of them, 
amt ſenſible, muſt give Vou Pain. But 
* faithful are the Wounds of a Friend: 
and I am very ſorry, that You have allowed 
me no other Way of approving myſelf 


127 li as fincere Friend 
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FosTSCRIPT. 


R. Nicci in his Letter to the 
'Arehbiſhop, (Sce Tntroduc. Nur. p. Xv.) 
to one of his Grace's Letters to Dr. Jonv- 
sow, by Way of Apology for the Freedom he 
Was taking with che Characters of the epiſcopal 


Clergy.1 in America. As I have the Opportunity | 


of a vacant Page or two, L will lay before the 
Reader a few Paragraphs of that excellent Letter; 
which was written by his Grace ſoon after his 
Tranſlation to the See of, Canterbury,. and | dazed 
ern 7h 758: 1 ae bd IR tabs In 
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„His Providence "hath. permit ted me n be._. bo: 
6 raiſed, without ſeeking or. * wiſhing g. for it, toa = 
« high Station: In which T have by Are a greater 
proſpect of u Difficulties an 2M | | 
e neſſes, than of d & g00d, 'of enz (Bot hd 
« fort. But my Gratitude to his Maj fn 19 | 2 
« Miniſters, for their favourable Op 5 Fd ins, — 2 
« muſt not aud ſhall not be the foe” . fond Cog 
« miſe myſelf. the Prayers of all” pi6g: 15 ä 
related to this Nation, chat “ 2 be enabled. 
« inclined and directed to do my D uty., In, the 
« Concerns of tht Sockety---I | have Tack ten 
« hitherto more than a common Share. Some 
«further Attenti Is. required from me now: 
«And I hall Ts ur to 85 It in che beſtt 
« Manner, that] can depend greatly on the Ss 
Information, Advi ind pi Fa ce 3. „„ 
w Mimonaries, and other Clergy i in our. Co Wiss, fn ra 
hut on yours in particular. 15 e 
here are mary) Things, of which's Lis FOE » == 
ful that the Socjer cu have uccuta ate Inte. 
ligence. . It I be” requiſite” 4 Knew, hoert 
« only if any Mimonaty 18 guilty of gross Vie ez. ITY 
« or teachtes falſe Docttines; "4 in A who are” Termils, 


F 


«or imprudent, of defective J ities'or Arrain 3 =} 
> © ments; who; onthe dt on 1158 ent, Wi 1 — 
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